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The island has
many advantages
but drugs and
petty crime are
problems, says
Frances Howorth

e island of Anti-

gua is a hub of

superyachting in

the Caribbean for
many reasons.

It is an easy destination
for transatlantic sailors. It
has good hotels, cheap
flights and one of the long-
est runways in the eastern
Caribbean.

The first Caribbean char-
ter businesses were set up
here in the early 1960s and
many superyachts, espe-
cially sailing boats, now use
the island as their main
regional base.

A good deal of effort goes
into attracting yachts fin-
ishing their Mediterranean
season to winter there, and
the Caribbean season tradi-
tionally begins with the
island’s annual Charter
Yacht Show, held in Decem-

Started by the Nicholson
family as an encourage-
ment to charter yachts to
use the island as a cruising

English Harbour on the southern tip of A

the island is a popular destination for transatlanti sailors,

e
good otels and one of the longest runway:

Intelligence and preparation are vital in the fight against plracy

It is only a matter of time before a
superyacht off the African coast becomes a
high-profile target of Somali pirates,
according to Paul Kerr, managing director of
Proform Marine, a security firm based in
Scotland that employs former UK military
personnel.

Luxury yachts, owned by some of the
world's wealthiest people, currently move
between the Mediterranean and the cruising
areas of the Seychelles, Mauritius and the
Maldives via the Suez canal, passing through
the pirate-infested waters off Somalia.
“Pirates have better, faster boats and are
able to operate at night, up to 300 miles off
the coast,” Mr Kerr says, adding, “If they
can pick off a container ship doing 25 knots
with a high freeboard they can certainly
attack a shiny white superyacht that
sparkles in the sunlight offering a very
rich-looking target.”

The company has seen a surge in demand
for its services over recent months as piracy
has made headlines again.

As well as training superyacht crew on
how to deal with attacks, the company
provides escorts and advises on the use of
deterrents such as Sea Owl, high-pressure
water hoses and long range acoustic devices
that have been used successfully. They are
currently investigating ways of linking Sea
Owl into non-lethal but highly disruptive
laser devices.

Intelligence

“Pirates are getting very good intelligence on
vessels and are learning about those
heading to and from the Suez Canal.” says

Graeme Gibbon Brooks, chief executive of
Dryad Maritime, a company that researches
the nature, behaviour and problems posed
by pirates and sea-going drug and people
traffickers.

While no superyacht has yet been
attacked, pirates have targeted “lookalikes”,
such as the French passenger vessel, Le
Ponant, which was seized while sailing
without passengers from the Seychelles to
the Mediterranean.

The threat that a superyacht will become
a target has prompted some owners to
instruct captains to embark armed guards.
The carrying of arms on board puts owners
into complicated legal situations, but some
see it as necessary.

The 64m Perini Navi yacht Felicita West
was in the Red Sea, on passage to the
Seychelles, when the two armed security
guards were contacted by colleagues on a
ship two days ahead. Pirates had attacked
their ship and the security guards were
forced to jump into the sea in fear of their
lives. Felicita West immediately diverted to
Sharm el Sheikh and there, after discussion
with her owner, turned round and returned
to the Mediterranean.

Dianne Feinstein, a Democrat US senator,
has called for US-flagged shipping vessels
operating in the Gulf of Aden, the Straits of
Malacca, or any other high-risk piracy zone
to have armed security teams aboard.

US lawyer Michael Moore who specialises
in superyacht work agrees: “I believe in
peace through superior firepower. If my
clients are planning to travel through areas

Full metal necklace: a gunman on guard
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crew trained and armed. The captain should
be given the flexibility to commence firing as
soon as he or she perceives a threat from
an unidentified vessel, which approaches and
refuses to turn back.” Not exactly a
conventional point of view, but one says
Moore: “That has worked with 100 per cent
success to date.”

Protection requires brains not brawn
Intelligence rather than gunfire is the
preferred option of UK superyacht crew
sailing in pirate-infested waters off Somalia.
There are several reports of yachts having

by pirates, | 1 having

been or by attackers

the eastern Caribbean

A brilliant base but with a few drawbac

but none boarded. Douglas Hinckley
managing director of Joint Contract
Bodyguards believes the unarmed approach
is a more prudent and ultimately better
route to follow. He says the aim is to give
peace of mind through heightened security
measures provided by an experienced team.
The company has a close relationship with
Dryad Maritime. Together they offer trained
guards supported by a constantly manned
operations room that provides live
intelligence, plus advice and information
during the passage through a high-risk area.

Profiting from piracy at sea

Custom and immigration services in
countries around Somalia, from Egypt to
‘Oman, are reportedly preventing protection
personnel who are going to join vessels
crossing pirate-infested waters, from
transporting security equipment through
their airports.

The Djibouti government requires security
teams to register with a company called
Djibouti Maritime Security Services, a
government-appointed liaison service, and to
have a special licence. Fees are set at
$15,000 a month, $80,000 for six months
and $150,000 for a year. Weapons can only
be hired from the Djibouti armed forces.

Former Royal Navy officer Paul Cook, now
a superyacht industry consultant says: “The
cynic in me sees ideas such as these as
another money-generating initiative by a
government seeking to profit from the
piratical trade.”

Michael Howorth

day before the shooting but
on a couple of occasions Mr
Taylor and his guests had
felt less than comfortable.

He says: “The drug prob-
lem on the island is huge
and we had to dismiss a
crew member who had been
unable to resist the tempta-
tions the island has to
offer.”

Hotels did not seem to
notice a drop off in trade
following the incident. The
five-star resort hotel, Car-
lisle Bay reported that any
decrease was only marginal.

Immediately after the
event, the hotel reviewed
all its security procedures
while Antiguan  police
stepped up their routine vis-
its to all hotels on the
island.

John Maginley, Antigua
and Barbuda’s Minister of
Tourism indicated that the
country’s yachting industry
remained surprisingly resil-
ient. The 2008-09 season saw
no real drop in the number
of visiting superyachts.

He says, “The services
provided to the yachting
sector are now an essential
part of the country’s econ-
omy, with yachting contrib-
uting a significant percent-
age of GDP.

“As such, the government
has done everything possi-
ble to ensure the safety and
security of our yachting

destination, the show now
attracts about 100 yachts
annually.

One of the racing rounds
of the Superyacht Cup
takes place immediately
after the show.

Antigua Race Week began
as an informal race in April
for classic charter yachts to
celebrate the end of the
Caribbean season.

Now it has been split into
two world famous events:
the elegant Classic Yacht
Regatta and the more exu-
berant Sailing Week.

For years it was not all
plain sailing for super-
yachts visiting the island.

Many bureaucratic proce-

dures and practices dated
back to the days when not
only was there no competi-
tion from other islands but
there were fewer visitors.

John Duffy, president of
the Antigua & Barbuda
Marine Association, has
worked with government to
ensured
updated with simplified
immigration forms and
more relaxed customs pro-
cedures.

He says: “Both the Asso-
ciation and the Ministry of
Tourism are working to
smooth the path and cor-
rect some of the erroneous
impressions formed over
recent years that Antigua is

practices  are

an expensive destination. It
is not the cheapest but
many items are available to
yachts tax-free and the situ-
ation will get better when
the ‘duty free zone’ is insti-
gated.”

The shoreside businesses
that attract superyachts to
the island, offering all
forms of marine service,
from maintenance to yacht
shipping and delivery, are
almost exclusively owned
and run by expatriates.

Direct employment of tourism.
locals in the marine sector
is relatively small but many
locally-owned businesses,
from hotels,
and taxi companies, to gift

services.
Direct

restaurants

shops, banks and laundries
benefit indirectly: not all
yachting tourists come by,
or stay on, boats and many
more come for the regattas
and shows, adding to the
numbers needing shoreside

and
employment in the marine
industry is difficult to esti-
mate because many
nesses serve other sectors
and could be said to work
on the margins of yachting

But because the spend per
head for yachting tourists is
several times that of hotel
visitors and up
hundreds of times greater

problem

indirect though.

busi-

yachting

to many
have returned.

than cruise-ship tourists,
direct and indirect employ-
ment in the industry cer-
tainly plays a substantial
part in the economy.

Drug abuse and the rising
incidence of petty crime is a
for

The fatal shooting in Jan-
uary of a young Australian,
Drew Gollan, captain of the
50m sailing yacht Perseus,
was a new low and dai
aged Antigua’s reputation.

His death shook local and
communities
alike. Some captains vowed
to boycott the island and
did, but most stayed or

says:

tourism
are based there.”

m-

take serious action.

Captain Chris Gartner,
master of the recently sold
superyacht Maltese Falcon
“I will not abandon
Antigua as my winter base,
instead we will go back and
support the local commu-
nity and the companies that

Will Kaye, captain of the
motor yacht Big Aron says:
“The reality is that it
needed something as drastic
as this murder to happen
for the Antiguan govern-
ment to sit up, notice and

“From what I have heard
they have gone a long way
to addressing the security
situation especially around

from the island.

yacht Nero says:

these may yet change.

dent last winter.”

the scene of the crime,
which was always a trou-
blesome area.” To date
though, the promised CCTV
cameras surveying the area
have not been installed.
Superyacht owners have
also, in some cases, decided
to direct their vessels away

Neil Taylor, owner of the
90m modern classic super-
“We are
unlikely to visit Antigua
this winter as we currently
have other plans although

“These new plans are not
as a direct result of the inci-

Nero had left Antigua the

tourists.  Antigua  has
always been a safe yachting
destination and our goal is
to minimise the chances of
any incident occurring.”

Looking to the future, Mr
Duffy of the Antigua & Bar-
buda Marine Association
asks: “What will happen
next season?”

He answers his own ques-
tion saying: “As yet we
don’t know. Much will
depend on how many
yachts book in for the Char-
ter Yacht Show in Decem-
be»

T
“So far, 67 have booked in
which is about 55 per cent
of the usual total and about
par for this time of year.”

Where innovative concepts first see the light of day

Superyachting often
pioneers systems that
then filter down to
everyday use, writes
Michael Howorth

Superyachting is to sailing what
Grand Prix Formula One is to
motoring. It is at the top end of
each activity that technology is
pioneered and then filters down
to everyday use.

Superyacht owners have the
purchasing power and tendency
to one-up-manship that drives
them to seek out newer and bet-
ter onboard technology.

The high-tech systems used
for navigation, communications
and entertainment make up a
large part of the cost of a
superyacht.

Even more money is spent on
such things as security devices,
stabilisers that ensure the yacht
does not roll even when at
anchor, and dynamic position-
ing systems that keep yachts
stationary without the need to
anchor.

Entertainment

The global economic situation
has affected everyone. Even
those wealthy enough to afford
superyachts are thinking twice
before investing in a new vessel.
As a result, they are more likely
to upgrade and refit.

News feeds, streaming TV,
podcasts, YouTube, Twitter, and
Skype are sought by those who
live aboard superyachts. This
often requires an upgrade or
refit of the audio-visual/IT
system.

The refit business is one of
tight schedules, having to make
use of the limited downtime
when the yacht is not in use.
Quick-to-implement systems
that use existing cabling infra-
structure will therefore be
favoured, for example an Inter-
net Protocol (IP) system.

Despite the economic climate,
Linn Products, the maker of
music and home cinema sys-
tems is doing quite well in the
superyacht market. Its Linn DS
players, for example, access and
play back music files securely
stored in an external network
storage device.

Lantic Entertainment Systems
is another developer and sup-

plier of audio-visual systems for
large production boats and
superyachts.

The company has developed
software that should next year
bring HDTV to vessels. It will
enable Blu-ray discs to be ripped
and stored on servers, allowing
the creation of HD video librar-
ies that can be streamed to mul-
tiple locations on board.

d d New T

Lauderdale, Florida, found its
superyacht clients were looking
for more reliable and affordable
communication.

So the group developed
MCG-101, an Iridium single-
channel satellite communication
system based on IP technology.

This provides a telephone,
internet portal, GPS device,
SMS, RS232 and CAN device

has developed a 3D cinema for
larger yachts.

Communication

Many superyachts operate as
businesses and are used by busi-
nesspeople, so there is a demand
for reliable communications.
WaveCall from the Oslo-based
Marlink provldes reliable inter-
net and voice services.

Digital Yacht of the UK has
created a selection of long-range
access devices that allow super-
vachts to hook into land marina
internet access points when up
to five miles offshore.

“Accessing a local wifi hot
spot costs $5-$10 a day compared
with $10 a minute for satellite
access,” says Nick Heyes, man-
aging director.

Global Satellite USA of Fort

Devices that show
underwater obstacles
in 3D are useful
when trying to pass
through a reef or find
a spot to anchor

in one package, weighing less
than 2 kilos.

Inmarsat has launched the
FleetBroadband 150, a mini ver-
sion of the previous FB250, to
provide voice and high speed
data delivery.

Navigation

Digital Yacht has also found a
niche market for its AIS tech-
nology on yacht tenders. The

product transmits the position
essel to other boats in the

3D forward-lonking sonar is
another area where companies
are pushing the boundaries of
technology. Devices that show
underwater obstacles are useful
when yachts are trying to
pass through a reef or find
an obstruction-free spot to
anchor.

Among the leaders in the field
is F: whose

radar transmitters for the
majority of users. These trans-
mitters aim to provide superior
detection and resolution.

Engineering
One innovation that has
changed the superyacht world is
the invention of “ZeroSpeed”
stabilisation by ~ Quantum
Marine Engineering of Fort
Lauderdale, Florida.

This much mimicked dual-
purpose technology permits

are mainly military. The com-
pany’s long-term aim is to reach
a range of one to two miles at a
speed of 35 knots.

At the moment, there is an
Extended Range product availa-
ble with a range of 800m to
1,000m at a speed of 25 knots.
The standard product in use has
a range of 440m, so this is a big
increase.

Radar target detection has
developed rapidly in the past
year, thanks to the mtroductmn
of HD digital

yachts to be stabilised both
when under way and at anchor.

The company has continued
to upgrade its patented variable
geometry MagLift rotary sys-
tem. This is based on the physi-
cal effect noted by the German
chemist and physicist Heinrich
Gustav Magnus (1802-1870),
whereby a spinning object in a
fluid creates a whirlpool around
itself and experiences a force
perpendicular to the line of
mouon

the benefits of these systems are
available to more yachts, with
the launch of HD digital
radomes from suppliers such as
Raymarine. Compact 4kW
domes are the most popular

folded away when not needed S0
reducing drag.

Security
Proform Marine has introduced
laser technology into yacht

security devices in conjunction
with a Finnish laser company.
The disruptive laser system’s
effective range varies from 1m
to the horizon, depending on the
security level required.

Using a laser alongside power-
ful, bullet-proof, waterproof,
thermal imaging cameras, the
watchkeeper can fire the device
and make those on a threaten-
ing vessel momentarily nau-
seous and disorientated.

The closer the device the
harsher the outcome, but it
causes no long-term damage.
Unlike other disruptive laser
devices, wearing sunglasses
offers no protection.

Underwater security is an
increasing requirement in both
the private and state sectors.
FarSounder is ready to intro-
duce a 360° diver detection sys-
tem to complement a recently
developed diver localisation
sonar.

All cutting-edge stuff and in
time many of the systems and
innovative concepts that first
see the light of day aboard
superyachts will filter down
through the boat building proc-
ess to become standard fits on
yachts in the future.



